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Even then he noticed a tightness of money. The
Ethiopians had not the finances for a long war. Means
to borrow on their national resources were denied them in
Europe, and Farouk was bitter about it.
He had been working out the average pay of a soldier
in the Ogaden. It was between eight and nine dollars a
month. He had found that a soldier's food should cost
him five dollars, but as the soldiers bought their food
for themselves they always paid more to the traders
for it.
He wanted the Government to supply food to the soldiers
direct, not merely the transport which would take it down
to Daggahbur and beyond. In addition, each man would
get one dollar a month pocket-money.
The Dedjazmatch, with an Ethiopian's fear of rapid
improvisation, did not like the proposal. It would have
saved the Treasury between two and three dollars a month
for every man, but Nasibu wondered whether it would
not be going too fast for the common soldier.
This individual was already putting up with, many
novelties. He was fighting in the Ogaden, where he had
only twice fought before. He was fighting a defensive war,
such as he had never fought before. He was receiving
food from the base, instead of taking it with him and
returning when it was finished : a new system. He was
taking cover, and well, from daily air bombardments,
experienced for the first time. He had seen tanks and
armoured cars and was to feel gas, new weapons to him.
But the Dedjazmatch did not look at it that way : a
novelty was a novelty, and should not be assumed until it
was forced upon one.
And so money ran short, men got less pay, they
exchanged cartridges for food ; the circle entered on its
first revolution towards the emptying of their ammunition
pouches.
Tarik Bey did field work. He was going down south of
Daggahbur now, where the shelters and trenches had been
dug by the Ethiopian, Ali Nur. Nasibu's idea, a sensible
one, was to fill up the gap between Daggahbur and
Gabridihari caused by the fight at Anale, cautiously, one
waterhole at a time.

